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colliers, tugs, steamboats, lighters, 'flats', everything from the huge
emigrant liner steamship with four masts to the tiny sailing and row-
ing boat. From the river one sees to advantage the miles of docks
which line the Mersey side, and the forests of masts which crowd
the quays, 'the pine forest of the sea, mast and spar'.
At New Brighton there are beautiful sands stretching for miles
along the coast and the woods wave green down to the salt water's
edge. The sands were covered with middle class Liverpool folks
and children out for a holiday, digging in the sand, riding on horses
and donkeys, having their photographs taken, and enjoying them-
selves generally. Some of the lady and gentlemen riders upon the
hired horses were pitiable objects, bumping up and down upon
their saddles like flour sacks, and even requiring their horses to be
led for them. The ladies as a rule rode without riding habits and
with crinolines. The effect was striking.
As we came down the river this morning several large emigrant
ships lay in the river getting up steam and the Blue Peter, the signal
for sailing, flying at the fore. They were going down the river this
afternoon. They seemed crowded with Irish and German emigrants
and small steam-boats kept bringing fresh loads of passengers along-
side the big ships. One could not help thinking ot the hundreds of
sorrowful hearts on board and ashore and the farewells and partings
foi ever, so many of them, on this side of the grave.
Eventually we came back to Liverpool, got luncheon and went
to see the Docks. Nothing gives one so vivid an idea of the vast
commerce of the country as these docks, quays and immense ware-
houses, piled and cumbered with hides, cotton, tallow, corn, oil-
cake, wood and wine, oranges and other fruit and merchandise of
all kinds from all corners of the world. I admired the dray horses
very much, huge creatures 17 or 18 hands high, more like elephants
than horses. Liverpool boasts the finest breed of Flemish draught
horses in the world.
Mrs. Gwatkin said that 15, 10 and even 5 years ago there was
much more trade and wealth in Liverpool and much larger fortunes
more rapidly made than now. There has been of late and there
still is a stagnation of trade, a depression and deterioration of credit.
Formerly the streets were blocked by the enormous business and
the mountains of merchandise passing about, but there is plenty of
room now.

